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Synopsis

The Magic Garden Shed is a live action television program that explores the magical world of gardening and healthy living through the lens of the scientific method. It is a 22-minute children’s series that will contain animated 5-minute interstitials as well as two minutes of live action on the Wylie Family Farm, located one hour north of Pittsburgh, PA. The program features Cynthia Wylie, co-author of the Bloomers Island book series published by Rodale Kids, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books. Ms. Wylie would welcome a small live audience with participants as she did on her book tour to schools, museums, botanical gardens, and libraries, who can be asked to volunteer in the various experiments. But this television program doesn’t come across as just all science and education, it is also thoroughly entertaining as the engaging Ms. Wylie performs her experiments with the help of the Bloomers garden characters as puppets, Big Red, Pete Moss, Violet and Rosey Posey. And as all scientists know, experiments don’t always go right. [image: ]


Intended Age  

   Preschool to third grade, approximately 3 – 8-year-olds.Cynthia Wylie
Entrepreneur, mom, farmer, author.





Treatment
[image: ]

Digging in the soil, planting and growing things have been in Homo sapiens’ DNA since we made the transition from hunter gatherers to agricultural communities. The problem is, most of modern society has lost that knowledge and experience. That’s probably why there has been a groundswell of renewed interest about where our food comes from and how to grow it. In fact, According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, the sale of seeds, flowers and potted plants have increased since 2016, and the 2017 National Garden Survey found that five of the six million Americans who took up gardening in 2016 were between the ages of 18 to 34. According to the USDA, organic products are now available in nearly 20,000 natural food stores and nearly three out of four conventional grocery stores. Vegetarians account for 5% of the U.S. population and it’s growing. Many fast food chains are now offering plant-based options. At a time when more than one in ten preschoolers are considered obese, improving a child’s relationship to vegetables is an idea whose time has come.

The Magic Garden Shed introduces young children to the methods and madness of agriculture, gardening and healthy eating with the help of four, puppet garden and tree friends, Big Red, Pete Moss, Violet and Rosey Posey.

Each episode includes a plant science lesson or experiment told through the lens of the scientific method. Even preschoolers can start learning the scientific method through asking questions – which is what they are good at anyway. From there, the hypothesis or guess is decided on. The experiment method is designed, followed by the performance, observation, data collection and conclusion. Was our guess correct? All of this is presented in a fun and entertaining way.











Location
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A long time ago, there was an island far, far away where natural things came to life. Plants learned to move in order to find what they needed: more water, richer soil and brighter sunlight. They learned to laugh and make friends. They learned to read and tell stories. These curious creatures became known as the Bloomers and the island they live on is called Bloomers Island.[image: ]


The Magic Garden Shed is located on Bloomers Island, near the Very Very Veggie Garden. How did Ms. Wylie find out about it? The large banyan tree in her front yard told her. What? You didn’t know that trees can talk? Trees communicate with their roots and even warn each other when danger is afoot, or aroot as it were. If you ever sit quietly under a tree, you can hear the wind whistling, the leaves whispering and the branches creaking. Trees have a lot to say. And her tree friend gave her directions to get there by closing her eyes and climbing through a tree portal to pop out, into the Magic Garden Shed.

In the Magic Garden Shed, the headmaster of the Tree House School, Professor Sage, taught Ms. Wylie all the magic of gardening, growing her own food, and learning to eat vegetables with his sage advice. Why is the Magic Garden Shed magical? Because in there you will find out how to grow a tiny little seed into a giant tree, beautiful flower or yummy food. And that’s pretty magical when you think about it. 
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The walls of the Magic Garden Shed are turquoisy-mint with white trim. Inside are large plant beds, experiment tables, colorful pots of every size, different types of soil and fertilizer, shovels, rakes, hoes, trowels, clippers and every sort of tool, various, ongoing plant experiments: plants growing with sand vs. soil; fresh water vs. salt water; bright sunlight vs. no sunlight; a cup of water every day vs. a cup of water once a week and so on. There is a chalkboard for various charts and diagrams, moss taking over the floor, an almost life-size picture of Mr. Banyan, a jar full of fireflies, a can of worms, watering cans, pitchers, baskets of vegetables and other assorted plants and bugs.

Characters

Ms. Wylie is a soothing, welcoming step back in time to when grandmothers had victory gardens. She was raised on a farm in Western Pennsylvania and earned a degree in Agriculture, the first one in her family to attend college. She launched Bloomers Island on Earth Day, 2011 and in the time since has worked with thousands of school children, helping them plant school gardens, reading her books on gardening, doing seed experiments, games and planting activities on three continents. Besides her books with Random House, she has patents on the unique and colorful seed starters, VeggiePOPS, now called SeedPops because new varieties including flowers, herbs and fruit have been introduced. SeedPops have been sold in over 10,000 stores across North America, including Target, Nordstrom and FAO Schwarz.  She has written several curriculums, and has been a speaker and presenter at several EC STEM conferences sponsored by Cal Tech. 

Assisting Ms. Wylie are her garden friends:
[image: ]

Big Red – Big Red is a Red Wood sapling, who is growing into a gentle giant. Did you know that a Red Wood tree can grow as tall as a skyscraper?! Big Red was the peacekeeper of his 10 brothers who sprouted from the same pine cone. Big Red is the one the Bloomers call on when they need help digging a deep hole or to reach a book on a high shelf. His favorite vegetable is tomatoes because his favorite food is ketchup. Big Red puts ketchup on everything – even his ice cream. 



Pete Moss – Pete Moss comes from the Watery Wetlands where there are over 20,000 varieties of moss. That’s a lot of cousins! Who has cousins? It’s hard for Pete Moss to sit still for more than a couple minutes. He may start out on one side of the Magic Garden Shed, and by the end of the show, he will have moved clear across the room. Pete Moss considers himself an athlete so his favorite vegetable is spinach, because spinach makes you stronger![image: ]




Violet – Violet is a dreamer. In fact, Violet loves to dream so much that sometimes she has trouble getting out of bed. Does that ever happen to you? She loves to paint and she chooses to grow Eggplant in the vegetable growing contest because (despite its name) Eggplants are purple and Violet knows how to make purple paint from berries. Besides they taste great especially when you fry slices of them with parmesan cheese.[image: ]
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Rosey Posey – Initially, Rosey was not too keen on gardening. It sounded like a lot of hard work. But Rosey was always game to try new things – if rather half-heartedly – and she realized that it can be so much fun. Rosey needed a pink vegetable to grow because she is pink and her favorite color is pink (who doesn’t love pink!?) so she came upon a perfectly pink radish to grow and realized that chopped radishes taste wonderful in macaroni and cheese. 


The Magic Garden Shed brings to life an improbable story in a way that becomes completely possible. Ms. Wylie has been able to do this at schools, museums, botanical gardens, libraries, bookstores, and community centers all across the country. Her stories combined with the gardening games and activities they contain, have been endlessly entertaining for children as well as educational. Ms. Wylie’s beliefs and experiences are that no child, no matter his or her age, should be underestimated in their ability to question, experiment and learn.
Episode Structure

Program Run Time:

1) Open / thirty seconds
2) Programming inside the Magic Garden Shed / seven minutes
3) Wylie Family Farm B roll and content / two minutes
4) Animation interstitials of Bloomers Island / five minutes
5) Programming inside the Magic Garden Shed / seven minutes
6) Close / thirty seconds

Each Episode will be shot live to tape and start with an establishing shot outside of the Magic Garden Shed. 
                         Welcome to the Magic Garden Shed!
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We then venture inside where Ms. Wylie is already behind her potting table with her gardening apron on, full of its hand-held tools. 

                      [image: ]

“Hi, I’m Cynthia Wylie. Welcome Boys and Girls. I am a children’s book author and a guest speaker at schools all around the world. I grew up on a farm growing my own food, and I’d like to share with you a few of my secrets so you can do the same thing.”

After that brief introduction and a welcome to the Magic Garden Shed, she explains what experiment the audience will be watching/doing during the program, and either a silly fact, question, or cool discovery will be revealed at the end of the show along with a fun activity idea.[image: ]
Figure 1The Scientific Method



The first part of the scientific method is coming up with a question, so the first step is to encourage boys and girls watching the program, wherever it may be, to come up with some questions about whatever they will be exploring that day. What do these two fruits have in common? Are they the same, size, shape, texture, color? If they are the same size, do you think their seeds will be the same size? How do we find out?The Scientific Method


A guess is made as to the outcome. A short experiment is set up and the results (already prepared prior to taping) are shown. Then it is decided if their guess or hypothesis is correct.

Sometimes, Ms. Wylie will show the children how to do something – like start the seeds they found in last week’s experiment.

She will close by giving them some silly trivia about what they were working on and tell them she will see them next time in the Magic Garden Shed.
Entrance to the Wylie Family Farm
[image: ]

Some entire episodes can be taped outside in the garden at the Wylie Family Farm. And 2 – 3 minutes of garden footage from the farm, B roll, will be included in each show.
                                         
Theme

Where does our food come from? What do trees do for us? Did you know that we humans could not live without plants and trees? The theme of the Magic Garden Shed is how interesting and how much fun all aspects of the science of gardening and growing can be for children in little bite-sized pieces. There are a lot of questions, learning, and realizing that it’s okay to be incorrect and learn as we grow. Everyone and anyone can garden and grow their own food - that eating the food you grow will help you to be healthier and happier. 

Through Ms. Wylie’s experiences working with thousands of children, she has learned the following four things:

1. Over 90% of the children will eat a vegetable if they’ve grown it. 
2. It has to be fun for kids
3. It has to be easy for grownups
4. There has to be a believable story behind it – and that’s where the Bloomers come in.

All the aspects of everything one needs to grow a plant or tree are explored. What does a plant need to grow? It all starts with a seed. Then comes soil, water, sunshine, air (CO2) and love. Love?! Yes, love which means you have to treat your plants with respect and take care of them. Kind of like your parents do for you!

Style

The show is live-action with Bloomers puppets as sidekicks, and animated Bloomers characters added in for FUN. The garden shed is a place where I would like to live and I know all my kids, nieces and nephews would want to live there too. It is the classroom of my favorite science teacher, Mr. Crawford meets Mr. Frank McCaslin, the farmer who lived “down the street” from us and who worked in his fields and garden until the day he died, and Levi Kurtz, the Amish man who came and built our barns. There is a touch of nostalgia at the Magic Garden Shed – over the river and through the woods – where kids can be curious and take a journey back to the roots of their ancestors, the folks that ploughed the earth, planted the rows and harvested the bounty. It is the Hundred Acre Wood and Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood all rolled together.

Format

The format is an educational, live action, series for preschool through third grade children. The main focus is demonstration of gardening and plant science concepts inside a large, equipped garden shed. It is reminiscent of a segment of Mr. Rogers only putting on a garden apron instead of a sweater, or Sherry Lewis gleaning tidbits of wisdom from Lambchop or instead of live animals visiting Captain Kangaroo and Mr. Moose, live plants will be visiting Ms. Wylie and Big Red, Pete Moss, Violet and Rosey Posey. It is a modern-day Fabeltjeskrant, originated in the Netherlands, combined with live action.







Point of View

The point of view is first person narrative with the host, Ms. Wylie talking to the television audience, sharing sage advice, getting feedback from the Bloomers, and performing her hands-on experiments while narrating what she is doing. There can be an audience where participants can be asked to volunteer in the growing experiments.
[image: ]
Figure 2A Happy V


Curriculum Based

Ms. Wylie has written two curriculums that she has used in her original school gardening program that she ran for six years. She worked with Lourdes Padgett, an award-winning preschool teacher, and Richard Cohen, Regional Director for Head Start in Los Angeles, to write the curriculums. They satisfied 82 state and federal educational standards. A Happy Volunteer


Social and Traditional Media 

The Bloomers Island website, BloomersIsland.com, brought together the Bloomers Schoolyard Program, the consumer products division, and the online game (currently being reprogrammed), which at one point had almost 30,000 registered users – from the students she worked with. All three divisions were launched simultaneously in a true transmedia fashion where children could learn by reading stories, using hands-on products at home and in school utilizing a curriculum, and playing an online game to reinforce the lessons in an entertaining way. 
[image: ]

Bloomers Island social media has thousands of followers on Twitter, Instagram and its Facebook page as well as an extensive Pinterest presence. Her fans and followers have been obtained organically. She has enjoyed press and articles in the Food Network Magazine, the Butler County Eagle, Connections Magazine from the California Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC), EdPlay, Global License, Carolina Gardener, and was featured on, In the Garden, Gardening Tips with Nick Federoff on KCAL 9, Public Television. She has been a finalist in several awards, One to Watch, by the International Licensing Expo, Product of the Year by the American Specialty Toy and Retailing Association, and Toy Designer of the Year from Women in Toys. She has also been a speaker at the CAEYC annual conference, the Early Childhood STEM conference in Pasadena and the Early Childhood STEM symposium in Boulder, CO. Ms. Wylie also has her children’s book author website which focuses mainly on the books and all her events: CynthiaWylie.com. Ms. Wylie also owns, TheMagicGardenShed.com and MagicGardenShed.com.Denver Botanic Gardens


The Books

[image: ]

Bloomers Island Book Series

The Bloomers Island book series was launched with a hardcover book, The Great Garden Party, by Rodale Kids. Within three months, four paperbacks were released. In short order, Rodale Publishing was sold to Penguin Random House Publishing. As a result, a proper book launch with reviews and marketing was not accomplished. However, Penguin Random House (Random House Children’s Books) expressed their excitement and commitment to the brand. Currently 5,000 books have been sold and four more books are in the works. 

With help from the Rodale marketing executive (Jason Wells of “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” fame), Ms. Wylie and her team learned that the formula for selling books was through school events. Last year, she participated in events in, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Texas and California. Over a period of two days in Ohio and Kentucky, and only four schools, she sold almost 1,000 books. This spring, she is scheduling more schools around the country and in Europe to sell through the remaining books (there are only 1,200 hardcover books left). 

Not only were the school events successful in selling books, but they were all live events with groups of as many children as 400 at a time. This was an invaluable testing opportunity to ascertain what the kids responded to, what they liked, what engaged them, what questions they loved the most and how their brilliant little minds worked. Ms. Wylie always comments that her optimism for the future is renewed after she works with her audiences. The children of today are inquisitive, kind, and brilliant in ways that constantly surprise and delight. And they love digging in the dirt and planting seeds and learning about the science of growing things.





The Gardening Products[image: ]
Figure 3SeedPops Display



Ms. Wylie has invented unique seed starters called, SeedPops, that are fun for kids and easy for grownups. She has received two patents on her SeedPops, both a design patent and a utilitarian patent. They look like a Lollipop but inside a hollow potato starch shell is expanding, sustainable soil with fertilizer and 3-4 non-GMO seeds. Kids can plant it in the ground (the stick becomes a placemarker), water, and it pops open. Within a couple days, a vegetable, flower, herb or fruit plant starts growing out of it. 

Bloomers Island has two exemplary licensees, Penguin Random House for books and Buzzy Seeds for gardening products. The company retains the rights to the intellectual property including the characters. Bloomers Island is currently looking for additional licensees for toys, apparel, housewares, and healthy kid’s snacks. SeedPops Display


Ms. Wylie has the vision that only products that are authentic to the brand should be produced under the Bloomers Island name – gardening related, healthy-living, sustainable, and organic. 

Buzzy Seeds has already booked orders for 500,000 SeedPops for Spring 2020. When the television show launches, it will be possible to add an announcement on the products. 

        Epcot Center loved our SeedPops which sold out, Spring 2019.
At a Recent FAO Schwarz event in NYC, Bloomers Island had the number book for the day and the top ten product.
[image: ]
[image: ]

Wylie Family Farm

Ms. Wylie grew up on a farm in Western Pennsylvania which is where she developed her love for all things green. She came up with the idea of Bloomers as she was raising her own children and trying to get them to eat their vegetables.

"One day, I made up little garden characters I called the Bloomers who lived in a mythical place called Bloomers Island, where they would grow their own food and eat only vegetables. When my children would visit the family farm they would look for the Bloomers while digging up potatoes and laughing with delight in discovery. Naturally, they always ate the vegetables they harvested."

Wylie herself spent the better part of her childhood playing in the woods, fields, and gardens of her family farm, before the advent of computers, smart phones, or cable TV. Growing up in this environment Wylie learned to value the many benefits and wonders of nature. "Even when I was alone, I was never lonely," she points out, "all the plants and farm animals were my friends."

Wylie was the first in her family to attend college in a self-ascribed fortunate series of events stemming from her local 4-H club. She then went on to pursue a degree in Agriculture from Pennsylvania State University and a graduate degree in Economics from Georgetown University on a full fellowship.
[image: ]
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WQED
 
Once the production home of the beloved PBS children’s show Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, anything is possible at The Studio on Fifth.

Fred Rogers Studio:
· An 80' x 80' studio
· A 21' high lighting grid capable of supporting graphic images and special effects in any color
· A 60' x 80' x 60' cyclorama wall, which can be lit or covered in black drape
· High quality stereo sound system
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FIRST SEASON BUDGET*
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIVE ACTION
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost Per 25 Episode Season
Cost Per Day
Cost Per 22 Min Episode
ASSUMPTIONS
 
WRITER**
                10,000 
                 2,000 
                      400 
First Season -25 Episodes
 
PRODUCER**
                10,000 
                 2,000 
                      400 
Shoot 5 Episodes a Day in Studio
DIRECTOR**
                10,000 
                 2,000 
                      400 
Shoot 12.5 Episodes a Day at Farm
SUPPORTING CAST
                  2,500 
                    500 
                      100 
 
 
 
TOTAL ABOVE-THE-LINE
                32,500 
6500
1300
FIRST SEASON  
 

22 MINUTE EPISODE
 
2 minutes B footage at the Farm
5 minutes Animation Interstitial
15 minutes of Live Action in Studio
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANIMATION
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost per Season
 Cost per Minute 
 Cost per Episode 
 
 
 
TOTAL ANIMATION
              937,500 
                 7,500 
                 37,500 
5 Minute Episodes of 2D animation
Total Above the Line
 32,500
 
 
$7,500 per Minute Including Producing
25 Episodes of Live Action Studio & Field Production
                             83,795 
 
 
Direction, Writing, Voices, Music and Post
25 Episodes of Animation
937,500 
   
 
 
 
 
TOTAL FOR FIRST SEASON
           1,053,795 
   
 
 
 
 

FIXED ASSETS
 
 
 
 
 
 
SET 
                10,000 
 
 
 
 
 
SET DRESSING + COSTUMES
                  5,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GRAND TOTAL FIRST SEASON
            $1,068,795 
 
 
 
 
 
**Not scale. May need adjustments.
 
 
 
 
 
 


*Assumptions:

First Season – 25 Episodes
Shoot 5 Episodes a Day in Studio
Shoot 12.5 Episodes a Day at Farm

First Season
5 Days of Taping in Studio
2 Days of Taping at Farm

22 Minute Episode
2 minutes B footage at the Farm
5 minutes 2-D Animation Interstitial
15 minutes of Live Action in Studio


Episodic Descriptions – Live Action

The Magic Garden Shed starts with an outside view of the garden shed that moves inside the shed and to Cynthia Wylie, the host, who is already standing behind her potting table surrounded by plants and vegetables. The large garden bed is under the window to her left, and tools lean against the back wall. A chalkboard to the back right will have a drawing about what they are going to discover that day. Sometimes there will be plant experiments already in progress, or bugs, or worms, composting, or unusual plants. Cynthia Wylie welcomes the boys and girls and explains she grew up on a farm growing her own food, and she would like to share some of her knowledge so the audience can do the same. She introduces her garden friends and helpers, Big Red, Pete Moss, Violet and Rosey Posey. And let’s everyone know that at the end of the show she will share a silly fact about the plant world.

Episodes will be broken down into general areas of science and gardening. There can potentially be many shows under each category. Most of these episodes will use experiments applying the Scientific Method. There will also be suggestions and demonstrations of fun activities that kids can do at home with their parents… everything from seed scavenger hunts to collecting bugs and leaves.

Seeds
1. What are the parts of a seed?
2. How do you plant a seed?
3. What does a seed need to grow?
4. What if you swallow a seed?
5. Do vegetables of the same size have the same size seeds?
6. Do seeds sprout taller in sunlight or darkness?
7. How long does it take for a seed to sprout?
8. What are GMO seeds? How can they hurt us? Help us?

Soil
9. What is soil made from?
10. How do we plant a seed in soil?
11. What do worms do to soil?
12. What is a dry soil and what types of plants grow better in it? Grow better in wet soil?
13. Can we sprout a seed without soil?
14. How deep does soil need to be to grow different vegetables?

Water
15. What exactly is water? 
16. Why do we need water to survive?
17. How does a plant “drink” water?
18. What happens if you don’t water a plant? 
19. Which plants like a lot of water, and which like just a little?
20. How much should we water our different vegetables?
21. How do we know if we are under-watering or overwatering our plants? Examples.

Plants 
22. What is a plant?
23. What are the parts of a plant?
24. What do the different parts of a plant do? 
25. Roots
26. Stem
27. Leaves
28. Are plants sentient beings?
29. How do plants help us?
30. What are some interesting different kinds of plants?
31. What are insect eating plants? How do they work?
32. What protective mechanisms do some plants have?

Trees
33. What are trees?
34. What are the parts of a tree?
35. What do the different parts of a tree do?
36. What are some interesting different kinds of trees?
37. Why are trees so important for us?
38. Coniferous vs. deciduous trees.
39. Are trees sentient beings?
40. How do trees protect themselves?
41. How can a tree hurt a plant? (Beware: trees can be “shady.”)

Fertilizer/Compost
42. What is fertilizer?
43. What is fertilizer made of?
44. What is the difference between fertilizer and compost?
45. How do we make compost? What are the no-no’s?
46. How long does it take for compost to be ready?
47. How do we spread it?
48. Trouble shooting with compost. Too hot? Too cold?

Vegetables
49. What are vegetables?
50. Why are vegetables good for us anyway!?!
51. Do you know the names of all these vegetables? (Show in a basket.)
52. What are the most-liked vegetables?
53. What is the history of many of our favorite vegetables? Where did they come from?
54. Which vitamins are in which vegetables, and what part of the body do they benefit?
55. What are the different parts of the plants for each vegetable?
56. What part of the plant are you eating? (Samples of each.)
57. Root 
58. Stem
59. Leaves
60. Seeds
61. Flowers
62. Do the same color vegetables taste the same?
63. What are some tasty, kid-friendly vegetable recipes?

Garden Friends
64. List our garden friends and how they help with our gardening.
65. Worms
66. Bees
67. Lady Bugs
68. Butterflies
69. Flies
70. Etc.
71. What is pollination and how does it work?
72. How do we attract garden friends to our garden?

Garden Foes
73. List of garden foes and how they hurt our plants.
74. Tomato Hornworms
75. Aphids
76. Grasshoppers
77. Snails
78. Slugs
79. Beetles
80. Etc.
81. How do we get rid of our garden foes?  What is the best and easiest way?

Sunshine & Photosynthesis
82. Why is sunshine important to plants?
83. What is photosynthesis? And how does it work?
84. Does a seed sprout taller in sunshine or in darkness?
85. Do some plants like more sunshine than others? If so, what are they?
86. How do we know when our plants are getting too much sunshine or not enough?
87. Why do we need sunshine? What important vitamin does it give us?
88. How can we give our plants more sunshine if they need it?

Weeds
89. What is the definition of a weed?
90. Why are weeds bad for our vegetable garden?
91. How can we get rid of weeds? Organically? With chemicals?
92. What are some common weeds? How can we identify them?

Clean Water
93. How important is clean water? (Clean water experiment.)
94. What bugs, bacteria, and chemicals are commonly in water? 
95. Should we drink water out of a creek, lake or pond? Why or why not?
96. What is the difference between salt water and fresh water? Can we use salt water to water our plants?
97. What is happening in our oceans? 
98. What are some stories about water pollution and ocean pollution?
99. How can we help keep our water clean?

Transplanting
100. What does it mean to transplant a plant? Why is it helpful?
101. Are there plants we should not transplant? Why? What are good plants to transplant?
102. What is the best way to transplant? Demonstration

Tools
What are tools? (Demonstrate all of these. Compare types and brands.)
103.  What tools do you need for gardening and why?
104.  Sunhat
105.  Gardening apron
106.  Gloves
107.  Boots
108.  Shovel
109.  Rake
110.  Hoe
111.  Wheelbarrow
112.  Tape measure
113.  Watering can
114.  Hose
115.  Trowel. What is the difference between a trowel and a shovel?



Episode Samples – Animation

The animated interstitials will introduce several more characters: Professor Sage, his puppy, Dog Wood, Mr. Banyan (who holds the Tree House School), additional bloomers, Bud Inski, Basil, Lilly, and Daisy, and our main antagonist, the Snail Mailman. 

The Bad Seed – Pete Moss decides that he wants to grow spinach because it will make him stronger. He plants a spinach seed in a pot with rich soil. He sits there and stares at it for a while, but it doesn’t move. In passing, Bud tells him that it takes a few days for a seed to sprout.  When Pete checks on it in a few days, it still hasn’t sprouted. He becomes frustrated and starts yelling at the seed in the pot as it cowers on top of the soil. Finally, Professor Sage comes over to see what the ruckus is all about. Pete tells him that the seed is not being cooperative and it won’t sprout!  Professor Sage examines the soil in the pot, which appears to be very dry. He then asks Pete if he watered the seed? Pete sheepishly admits that he forgot to do that. He is reminded by Professor Sage that in order to grow a seed you need, soil, sunshine, CO2, water and most importantly; love! Pete Moss apologizes to his seed and gives it a generous sprinkling of clear, clean water. Then, after three days he starts to see a little sprout! He beams with pride. Soon he will have a beautiful spinach plant to harvest!

What’s Growing On?  – Daisy is terribly sick and doesn’t know what is wrong with her. She wakes up from her flowerbed covered in a fine, gray talcum powder-like coating all over her.  What’s growing on? (Note: Violet translates for Daisy because Daisy doesn’t speak.) The Bloomers are worried. Will she be okay? What should they do? She learns from Professor Sage that she has a bad case of Humongous Fungus Among Us, also known as Powdery Mildew. It is a fungal disease that is not deadly, but it could make her very sick. The cure is a special medicine called baking soda. If the Bloomers spray Daisy with a mixture of baking soda (one teaspoon in one quart of water) it will raise her pH, creating an inhospitable environment for Powdery Mildew. They could order some baking soda from Amazon, but with delivery by the Snail Mailman, it could possibly take forever to be delivered. So Professor Sage says he will go get the medicine, but Pete Moss, who can run faster than anyone, volunteers. Professor Sage agrees to let him go and Pete Moss runs like a cartoon all the way to the Nursery and back, lickety-split. They quickly and carefully spray Daisy with the mixture and the next day she wakes up her normal and healthy self. She is cured!

Grow Some? One day Bud notices that he is the shortest of the Bloomers. Big Red is his best friend and roommate, too. That morning, when they brush their teeth, Bud can’t even see himself in the mirror! And to make matters even worse, Big Red always calls him, “Little Buddy.” Finally, Bud can’t take it anymore and he runs away from school. He goes to the Enchanted Orchard and hangs from the swing on a Crabby Apple Tree and they’re pretty crabby about it. Bud wanted to stretch himself out, as much as possible in order to become a tad taller. But it begins to hurt his arms and doesn’t seem to be working at all. Professor Sage sends the Bloomers out to find Bud and bring him back to school. Big Red apologizes to Bud. His nickname was meant to be an endearment, not to hurt his feelings. When they all arrive back at school, Professor Sage is ready to share a special secret recipe. He then presents to everyone the Sage Family Secret Compost recipe and shows them how to make compost. He tells Bud if he puts some of it in his flowerbed, he’ll grow stronger and healthier, and that is even more important than being taller! 

To Bee Or Not To Bee – It’s true, Basil is afraid of bees. When the Bloomers visit the Honeybunch Flower Garden to get some honey for their honeycakes, he is running all over the place trying to avoid the bees. Big Red stands right under the hive and tells Basil that there’s absolutely nothing to be afraid of. Basil thinks that’s because Big Red is thick-as-wood skinned! A bee sting wouldn’t hurt him even if he got stung a lot! After finding out what was going on below the beehive, three hard-working bee friends, appropriately named, “A, Bee and Cee”, got a wee bit insulted. They fly over to Basil and tell him that on Bloomers Island, bees are the most important pollinating insects. They convey that it is estimated that one third of the food that they consume each day relies on pollination mainly by bees.  Basil asks Professor Sage how pollination works? He doesn’t mind making friends with the bees, but he wants to understand exactly what they do and how important it is! Professor Sage explains that the bees carry pollen from one flower to the next where it mixes with eggs and creates seeds. Without pollinators, Professor Sage explains, none of them would exist! Basil finally makes friends with the bees, but only after they promise and pinky swear not to sting him!

You Say Tomato, I say Tomahto. Violet is cooking dinner and needs tomatoes for her special dish. She asks Rosey go down to the Very Very Veggie Garden and pick three tomatoes. Rosey, who is a teensy bit, well, actually quite a bit lazy, doesn’t really want to go, but Violet tells her she won’t share any of her food if she doesn’t. Finally, and reluctantly, Rosey goes down to the garden, but she is not sure which vegetable is a tomato! She knows it’s red and round and she’s sees a plant holding something red and round, but she also sees something else peeking out of the soil and it looks red and round, too. She then sees other vegetables growing that aren’t quite round, but they are almost round and they’re definitely red.  She decides to pick one of each and takes them to Violet. These aren’t tomatoes! Violet says. Rosey gets defensive and they start to have a not so nice disagreement. Before it gets too out of hand, Professor Sage comes over and explains that Rosey picked one red beet, one red bell pepper and one tomato! Professor Sage decides this is a “know and grow” moment. He takes all the bloomers down to the garden and teaches them the names of all the vegetables! Afterward, they pick two more tomatoes and Violet is able to make her tasty dish, spaghetti!

The Veggie Thief – The bloomers need the vegetable clippings to make their compost. They go to the Very Very Veggie Garden and give the lettuce heads a “hair cut.” When they come back the next day to gather it up, it’s gone! Someone stole their lettuce clippings. Who could it be? They decide to cut more lettuce and hide behind the garden shed that night to catch the thief. When a large misshapen shadow comes sliming along toward them, they are terrified. It looks like a monster in the moonlight. Big Red ventures out to confront the monster. He sees that it’s the Snail Mailman! The bloomers don’t know what to do so Pete runs back to the school and gets Professor Sage. The Snail Mailman confesses to Professor Sage and the bloomers that he stole the lettuce. He tries to explain, “I have 80 baby snails to take care of. That’s a lot of mouths to feed!” The bloomers didn’t know that a snail can lay up to 80 eggs! Professor Sage tells him that he still shouldn’t have taken what didn’t belong to him. If you would have asked us, we would have given it to you Professor Sage tells him. The Snail Mailman promises that from now on he will ask first before taking!

The Invitation That Didn’t Come – It is Mr. Banyan’s 200th birthday celebration – the Great Garden Party. Everyone has gotten a beautiful invitation, everyone, that is, but Bud Inski. All the bloomers are busy planning what they will wear and what gift they will buy to give to Mr. Banyan while Bud is sitting there watching them with a sad look on his face. The bloomers ask him what is wrong? When he tells them that he didn’t get an invitation they tell him it must be some kind of mistake. But Bud thinks the reason is because he was adopted. Professor Sage walks in and tells Bud they should ask the Snail Mailman, because he is the one who delivered the invitations. When they find him over near the Greenhouse, the Snail Mailman is indignant. Of course, he delivered all the invitations that were given to him! Bud asks him to please check his mail bag one more time. Oops! He pulls out one last invitation. It was Bud’s. Bud is relieved to learn that he will be included but more importantly, he learned a lesson that he shouldn’t assume something when he doesn’t know and it could be something completely different!

Rain Rain Go Away – Lilly is making special tissue paper crowns for the Earth Day parade in the Magical Meadow. When it starts raining the morning of the parade she is devastated. It will ruin her crowns! Rosey is afraid that her petals will get wet and they won’t look good. Finally, Professor Sage tells them that water is good for plants and if they don’t get enough water they will wilt. (He bends over sidewise to show them what wilting looks like.) He says, that eventually without water, their leaves and petals will turn brown and brittle and fall off. Yikes!!! Rosey is appalled. All the bloomers go outside and have so much fun playing in the rain and jumping in the puddles. Rosey makes Lilly a facial mask by putting mud on her face. Even Dog Wood joins in the fun. They come back into the Treehouse School feeling energized and looking renewed. Dog Wood shakes and water goes flying everywhere. The bloomers put their tissue paper crowns on while they eat their snacks inside and celebrate the planet earth and all it gives them.

What’s That Brook Babbling About? Violet needs to get to the other side of the Babbling Brook in the Watery Wetlands because that is where the Blackberries grow and she needs them to make purple paint. She is painting the eggplants that she is growing to keep track of their progress. Some eggplants are white (that is how they got their name originally) but her eggplants are purple. But, Babbling Brook is moving very fast and Violet can’t swim! Pete Moss, who is from the Watery Wetlands, tells her that she could walk across the river rocks. But, he warns her, she has to be watchful of  Al.G. who lives in the water and tries to pull unsuspecting visitors into the water.  Violet asks Professor Sage what she should do. He gives all the bloomers water wings and tells them if Al.G. pulls them into the water, the water wings will help them swim. He also tells them that they should never go into the water without a grownup there. Professor Sage goes with them to the Babbling Brook. He is the first one to get pulled into the water. All the bloomers scream, but Professor Sage pops up out of the water and tells them it’s okay and Al.G. is just lonely and wants someone to play with. All the bloomers put their water wings on and jump into the water. They have a very fun day swimming and floating and splashing in the Babbling Brook and best of all, they made a new friend!

Dirt Is Not A Dirty Word – The bloomers have to go to the Secret Underground and get soil for their composter. The Secret Underground is like a big underground cave where the Wiggly Worms live and dig dirt all day. They are experts with their hard hats and miner’s lights. Very soon after arriving, the bloomers realize that dirt is heavy! And digging with a shovel is giving them blisters on their leaves and twigs. The Wiggly Worms are watching all this going on. They are very private and always keep to themselves and stay out of sight, but this day, they poke their heads out of the ground to watch. They look sympathetic and sad as the bloomers struggle with the dirt, spilling it out of the wheelbarrow and generally not making much progress. Finally, they climb out of their wormholes and offer to help, but – Stranger Danger – the bloomers don’t think they should accept the Wiggly Worms offer of help. Finally, Professor Sage arrives and lets the bloomers know it’s okay if the Wiggly Worms help them. That worms are a garden friend and help all the bloomers. They aerate the soil which is better for roots (Professor Sage points to his feet). And worm castings are like fertilizer for them. Daisy tugs on Professor Sage’s sleeve. Violet tells him that she wants to know what worm castings are. Professor Sage tells them that they are worm poop. He also tells them that in fact, there are worm castings in their flower beds! Daisy’s eyes get very big and wide. What?! After she settles down a little, she realizes that fertilizer is okay and makes her feet stronger and that is a good thing. The Wiggly Worms get to work and in no time the bloomer’s wheelbarrows are filled with rich soil that they can use in their composters!

A Thorny Problem – Rosey is upset because she can’t hug anyone without pricking them with her thorns. She starts to cry. The bloomers want to help her, but they don’t know what to do. What are thorns? Will she ever be able to hug anyone? She learns from Professor Sage that thorns will protect her. He tells her that they are actually pointed protuberances from a plant’s epidermis. She looks at him askew not understanding anything he said. Think of them as razor-sharp freckles he finally says. He tells her that Roses are so beautiful that nature created a way for them to protect themselves. That starts to make her feel a little better. She also learns that there are many different, interesting ways that plants have evolved to protect themselves: sharp spines on cacti, some plants actually eat bugs!, others have sticky sap that will trap insects, and some have poison on their leaves! All the bloomers mouths drop open. By now, Rosey feels pretty special. And guess who is able to come hug her? You guessed it, Big Red. His skin is hardwood and her thorns don’t hurt him at all! Rosey is so happy.

Sunshine Superman – The Bloomers are working in the garden. It is a hot day and the Golden Sun beats down on them like mean taskmaster. Dog Wood, who normally runs around digging in the garden with gusto, is sitting under the garden shed in a sliver of shade panting heavily. Basil mops the sweat off his brow with a bandana and leans against his shovel. Bud Inski is short and is able to climb under a pumpkin leaf. Basil tells Professor Sage that it is too hot out and he doesn’t like the sun. Professor Sage tells them, that without the Sun they wouldn’t be able to survive and the sun will give them so much energy, it will be like turning into Superman! All the bloomers want to know how. Professor Sage explains photosynthesis which is when a plant takes light from the sun and using chlorophyll (which is the thing that makes their leaves green), and carbon dioxide, turns the light into energy that the plant can use to grow and to stay alive! While Professor Sage is talking, some big trees walk over and stand there to take a rest, shading almost the entire garden. Basil, who is the friendliest bloomer, recognizes the trees. He runs down to the far end of the garden and tells them that their vegetable plants need lots of sun to grow – they need to photosynthesize. He asks them politely to leave (because Professor Sage says they should always say please and thank you).  They smile agreeably and move along. The bloomers lay down on their beach towels in the garden, put on sunglasses, and smile as they soak up the sun.
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